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1. Welcome to Macromedia University!

Dear international students,

You have the possibility of studying at Macromedia University of Applied Sciences in Munich either within an exchange programme or for a full-degree B.A.
or M.A. programme. This is a perfect opportunity to develop your academic skills and to learn how to use your time efficiently to move forward with your
studies. As you will meet people from varying backgrounds and cultures, you will also improve your intercultural competencies as well as your networking
skills.

Being abroad is certainly one of the most memorable and exciting experiences you can gain throughout your studies. When living in Germany, you might
realise that not only German culture and German social life but also academic or professional life work differently to what you know from your home
country. Macromedia University will probably, as most German universities, vary from institutions you have known so far. This can affect time schedules, the
way to communicate with faculty and fellow students, your workload or the form of assessments and examinations.

As there are numerous things to consider for your stay abroad in Germany and as they can take up to several weeks or even months to complete, we
recommend you start organizing and preparing for your stay nine to twelve months in advance. To undergo a smooth start at the university and in
your stay abroad gathering information and reading up on important facts at an early stage are highly recommended.

Therefore, we would like to provide you with this arrival guide to prepare you for your new chapter. In this handbook you will find information about
important things to do before and after your arrival (including applying for a new passport or a visa, entry and residence regulations, housing as well as
obtaining a bank account or acquiring health insurance). Further you will learn about contact persons at Macromedia University and services we offer to
get you settled in easily into your new environment.

Please read the following chapters thoroughly and get started with your planning as soon as possible. If you have any questions or concerns, you may of
course ask us directly – please find your local contact person in the next section.

We are aware that organising a stay abroad is a lot of work for you, but we assure you that you will be rewarded with one of the most exciting and
important experiences you will make throughout your student and professional life. We wish you a pleasant journey, unforgettable impressions and a
great stay in Germany!

Best wishes,

Your International Office Team
Hochschule Macromedia, University of Applied Sciences
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1.1 Introduction



The Welcomedesk at Macromedia University offers information and assistance prior to and throughout your start in Germany.
In case of any questions after reading this guide, please do not hesitate to contact your Campus:

More information:
www.mhmk-international.org
www.facebook.com/macromediauniversity
www.macromedia-fachhochschule.de/en/university/international-office.html
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Campus Munich
Email: 
campus.Muenchen@macromedia.de
Phone: +49 (0)89 544 151 - 0
Munich

For further information on how to get to
Campus see page 31

Macromedia University 

Campus Munich

Sandstraße 9

80335 Munich

Germany

1. Welcome to Macromedia University!

1.2 Contact

http://www.mhmk-international.org/
http://www.facebook.com/macromediauniversity
http://www.macromedia-fachhochschule.de/en/university/international-office.html


⚫ Munich – One of the major economy hubs in Europe

⚫ Campus located in the very center of Munich / just one station from 
Hauptbahnhof (Central Station in Munich)

⚫ High living standards, safe surroundings, living costs  about EU 
average (estimated: 850 – 1,200 EUR, ca. 996 – 1,400 USD)

⚫ Munich campus: 1 of the top 10 “Best Student Cities for 2018” 
worldwide

⚫ Industry insiders as lecturers & professors

⚫ Practice-oriented projects with > 500 well-known partner 
companies

⚫ Small classes with intensive, individual supervision

⚫ International events, info guides + skype sessions

⚫ State-approved by education ministry

⚫ Globally recognized B.A. & M.A. courses / degrees,  accredited by 
FIBAA (Foundation for International Business Administration 
Accreditation)

⚫ English B.A. & M.A. programmes in Munich

⚫ International focus (Munich: 20% international students)
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1. Welcome to Macromedia University!

1.3 Studying at Macromedia University in Munich
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➢ Biggest campus, located in the city
centre

➢ 4,000 m2 surfacearea
➢ ~ 800 students
➢ ~ 30 seminar rooms (20 with computers)
➢ VR-lab
➢ 2 smart classrooms
➢ Cinema
➢ TV-studio
➢ ~ 10 edit / cutting rooms
➢ Recording studio
➢ (Online-)Library
➢ Common area including a cafeteria

1. Welcome to Macromedia University!

1.4 Our Campus
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With a population of approximately 1.5 million people, Munich is the third largest German city and
the capital of the state of Bavaria. It is a city of diversity and vitality with everything from art and
culture, celebrity flair à la Monaco to just relaxing at lake Starnberg. In Munich there’s nothing you can
not do. The area is ideal for winter sports to the great delight of skiers and snowboarders. In the
summertime you can enjoy mountaineering and hill-walking in the nearby mountains.

And there is nothing more Bavarian than beer garden hospitality – Munich is famous for its local beer
breweries and its speciality: wheat beer. Munich's dry and warm summer nights are particularly
enjoyable for tourists and “Munichers” in the Bavarian beer gardens. When Oktoberfest opens its
gates in September, all the world and his wife come to visit. It goes without saying that with FC
Bayern München the city hosts (one of) the best football team(s) in the world.

2. Welcome to Germany

2.1 Living in Munich



• For private gatherings attended exclusively by vaccinated and recovered persons and children under 14 years 
of age, a limit of 10 participants applies (outside the gastronomy).

• The 3G rule (passengers must either be vaccinated, recovered or tested and carry a corresponding proof) has 
been in force for public transport and long-distance trains operated by Deutsche Bahn. FFP2 masks are also 
mandatory.

• For gastronomy and shopping the 2G rule (access only for vaccinated and recovered persons) applies. FFP2 
masks are mandatory. The mask can be removed at the table. A curfew of 10 p.m. and until 5 a.m. applies to 
restaurants, cafes and other food service establishments.

• The 2G-Plus rule (access only for vaccinated and recovered persons with current negative test or booster 
vaccination) and FFP2 mask obligation apply in principle to events as well as cultural, sports and leisure 
facilities. The minimum distance must be observed and a maximum of 25% of the venue capacity may be used.

• At our university campus, the 2G rule applies. FFP2 masks must be worn at all times. 
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Munich

Please make sure to observe all officially prescribed hygiene and safety measures in Munich 
and Germany as well as Campus rules in place at Macromedia University!

2. Welcome to Germany

2.2 Current Situation in Munich (Covid-19)

For more information: https://www.muenchen.de/int/en/events/bavaria-declares-state-of-emergency.html

https://www.muenchen.de/int/en/events/bavaria-declares-state-of-emergency.html
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Berlin

Munich

Robert Koch-Institut (RKI) / Designation of International Risk Areas:

https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/InfAZ/N/Neuartiges_Coronavirus/Risikogebiete_neu.html

Important Information on Risk Area, Testing obligation, Quarantin:

https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/coronavirus-infos-reisende/faq-tests-einreisende-englisch.html

Risk Area Current Information for Travellers:

https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/coronavirus/current-information-for-travellers.html#c18686

Digital Registration on Entry, DEA:

https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/coronavirus-infos-reisende/info-sheet/faq-dea-englisch.html

Federal Foreign Office (Entry restrictions and quarantine in Germany):

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/einreiseundaufenthalt/coronavirus

City of Munich: 

https://www.muenchen.de/int/en/events/bavaria-declares-state-of-emergency.html

Munich Airport:

https://www.munich-airport.com/travelling-in-times-of-the-coronavirus-pandemic-8395611

Corona in Bavaria:
https://www.corona-katastrophenschutz.bayern.de/faq/index.php (only in German)

2. Welcome to Germany

2.2 Current Situation in Munich (Covid-19)
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https://www.corona-katastrophenschutz.bayern.de/faq/index.php


2.3.1.a Visa Application

Non-EU students need a student visa for entering and studying in Germany. All regulations and details concerning the
visa application are listed on the German Missions Abroad website of your home country. You can apply for a visa at the
German embassy or consulate of your home country. The Federal Foreign Office of Germany has listed all German
missions abroad on its website:

www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/AAmt/Auslandsvertretungen/Uebersicht_node.html

Please note that in some countries you are required to set up an appointment with the German embassy or consulate in
order to apply for a student visa. Often the wait for an appointment takes up to six weeks or even longer. The entire visa
application process may take several months. It is therefore very important that you make a timescale for the application
process to have your visa in time for your move to Germany. Macromedia University recommends applying at least four
months prior to your intended move to Germany.

Depending on your status (whether your application to Macromedia University is still being processed or you have
already received a confirmation of admission letter), you may apply for different types of student visa. In general, you
may apply for a student visa after you have received a confirmation of admission letter from your German university.

Student applicants who have not yet been fully admitted can apply for a student applicant visa, which is valid for three
months and can be converted into a student visa once you have been admitted and received your confirmation of
admission. Please note that a student applicant visa may not be available to citizens of all countries.

If you are planning on attending a language course in connection with your studies, please be aware that the language
course visa is not sufficient as it is only valid for language courses and cannot be converted into a student applicant or
student visa. If you take a language course in connection with your studies, you must apply for a student applicant or
student visa, which covers both the language course and the University Programme.
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2. Welcome to Germany

2.3 Things to do before your Arrival
2.3.1 Visa Processes

http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/AAmt/Auslandsvertretungen/Uebersicht_node.html


Macromedia University also strongly advises against entering Germany with just a tourist visa instead of a proper student visa.
Special conditions only apply for citizens of countries like:

− Switzerland
− Norway
− U.S.
− Canada
− Israel
− Australia
− New Zealand
− Japan
− South Korea

Citizens of these countries are usually allowed to enter Germany without a visa and must then apply for a student visa while in
Germany.
By contrast, citizens of other non-EU countries cannot convert their tourist visa into a student visa after arriving in Germany.

For an overview of visa requirements / exemptions for entry into Germany, please check out this list:

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/einreiseundaufenthalt/-/231148

Please read the regulations for your visa application carefully. Once you have submitted your application to the German embassy
or consulate, you will not be able to make any changes or submit additional documents at a later point. The application
regulations have to be fulfilled and all required documents included. If you fail to follow the application regulations, you will have
to submit a new application and you will be charged the application fees once again.

If you have any questions about studying in Germany, you may make an appointment or call either the German embassy or the
consulate of your home country. You can also contact the International Student Advisory Service if you plan to apply to study at
Macromedia University. Please note that complete and definitive information on visa requirements can only be provided by the
German embassy or consulate.
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2. Welcome to Germany

2.3 Things to do before your Arrival
2.3.1 Visa Processes

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/einreiseundaufenthalt/-/231148


2.3.1.b Visa Rejection

In the unlikely case that your visa application is rejected, a notification will be sent to the applicant by the German mission 
abroad. 
The notification will state not only that the application was unsuccessful but also explain on what grounds it was rejected. 

Furthermore,  it will provide information on the applicant’s right to appeal the decision. The applicant has one month to 
appeal (in writing) to the German mission abroad. The German mission will then reconsider the application. 
Additional information regarding the appeal process can be found here:

www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/Infoservice/FAQ/VisumFuerD/10-Ablehnung.html?nn=480902
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2. Welcome to Germany

2.3 Things to do before your Arrival
2.3.1 Visa Processes

http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/Infoservice/FAQ/VisumFuerD/10-Ablehnung.html?nn=480902
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Where?
Landeshauptstadt Munich
Kreisverwaltungsreferat
Ruppertstraße 19
80337 Munich

By online appointment only:
www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/Depart
ment-of-Public-Order/Registration-
Deregistration.html

What do I need?
• Passport
• Completed and signed registration form 

(obtainable online or at the Residents 
Registration Office)

• A confirmation that you have moved into 
your accommodation which must be 
signed by your landlord (confirmation of 
occupancy, template available online)

When?
Within the first two weeks after your arrival in
Germany

How much?
Free

Tips
Even if your current address of residence is
not definitive, it is necessary to register a
temporary address. Once you find your
definitive accommodation, you must visit the
Residents Registration Office again to
register your new address.

Result
You will receive a confirmation of registration
(Meldebestätigung).

More information
https://www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/
Department-of-Public-Order/Foreigners-
Office/student-visa-residence/visa-for-
academic-studies.html

Where?
A bank of your choice, e.g.:

• Deutsche Bank
• Commerzbank
• HypoVereinsbank
• Sparkasse
• Postbank

What do I need?
• Passport
• Confirmation of registration

(Meldebestätigung)
• Proof of enrolment at Macromedia 

University
• Completed and signed registration form 

(usually obtainable at the bank) 

When?
Within your first two weeks in Germany

How much?
It depends on the bank you choose. Most
banks offer free accounts to students.

Tips
Some banks will ask you to make an
appointment, so please check this before
going to the bank.
Some banks offer online application for an
account on their website. In this case, you
need to download and fill out a form and
hand it in at the local bank.
Some banks reserve the right to decide
individually if they accept non-EU citizens as
their customers. To avoid such a situation,
foreign students from non-EU countries can
open a blocked account before their arrival to
Germany.

Result
You will receive an account number and a
debit card (EC card) from your bank.

Where? 
Please contact one of the following advisors
for further information:

Public insurance provider:
Mr. Robert Auzinger
BARMER Munich Mitte
Ottostr. 3-5
80333 Munich
Tel:  0800 333004 207 339
Mail: robert.auzinger@barmer.de

Private insurance providers are, among 
others (for students > 30 years):
• www.mawista.com/en/
• www.care-

concept.de/index_eng.html?navilang=eng

What do I need?
• Completed and signed registration form 

(obtainable online on their website)
• Passport
• Proof of enrolment at Macromedia 

University (if not yet available, please use
your confirmation of admission)

• Confirmation of registration
(Meldebestätigung) (can be provided
later)

• Bank account information (can be
provided later)

• One or two passport photos

When & how much?
Within your first two weeks in Germany;
around 110 euros per month

Tips
Since you might not have your bank details
yet when signing the insurance contract, you
may usually use cash for your first payment.
Once you receive your bank account details,
you must provide these to your health
insurance company. Then you can change to
automatic payment if desired.

Result
You will receive a confirmation letter and a
membership card by postal mail.

More information
www.krankenkassenzentrale.de/wiki/incomi
ng-en
www.krankenkassen.de (German)

Where?
Landeshauptstadt Munich
Kreisverwaltungsreferat
Ruppertstraße 19
80337 Munich

By online appointment only: 
www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/Depart
ment-of-Public-Order/Foreigners-
Office/appointment-booking.html

What do I need?
• Completed application form (obtainable 

online or at the Foreigners Registration 
Office)

• Passport and student visa
• One current biometric passport photo
• Proof of main residence in Munich (e.g. 

your confirmation of registration 
(Meldebestätigung))

• Confirmation of health insurance 
coverage (e.g. a copy of your contract or 
your membership card)

• Proof of enrolment at Macromedia 
University

• Proof of financial means (e.g. proof of 
parental income or bank statement)

When?
You should schedule an appointment three
months before the expiration of your visa.

How much?
From around 80 to 110 euros for initial
issuance of residence permit (extension
required)

Result
You will receive a residence permit for the
purpose of studying.

More information
https://www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/
Department-of-Public-Order/Foreigners-
Office/student-visa-residence/visa-for-
academic-studies.html
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Please check out the following website (Munich‘s Foreigners Office, KVR): 
https://www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/Department-of-Public-Order/Foreigners-Office/student-visa-
residence/new-students.html

2. Welcome to Germany

2.4 Things to do after your Arrival
2.4.1 Post-Arrival-To-Do-List
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Within the first two weeks after your arrival you are obliged to report to the Residents Registration
Office (Einwohnermeldeamt or Bürgeramt) your place of residence. If you have not yet found a place to
stay for your entire stay abroad you must change your registered address at the Residents Registration
Office at a later time. You have to register personally or can send an authorized person. Employees often
only speak German. If you need assistance understanding or translating, a buddy can be of great help. He
or she can accompany you to the Residents Registration Office.

In order to register, you will need:
− Passport
− Completed and signed registration form (available online or at the Residents Registration Office)
− Confirmation that you have moved into your accommodation which must be signed by your landlord

(confirmation of occupancy, template available online).
There is no registration fee. You will receive a confirmation of registration (Meldebestätigung), which
you will need for visa extension, opening a bank account or closing contracts (e.g. cellular phones,
internet).
Registration can only be done by online appointment in advance.

You can find detailed information on the Residents Registration Office as well as the required documents
and forms here:
www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/Department-of-Public-Order/Registration-Deregistration

14

2. Welcome to Germany
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http://www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/Department-of-Public-Order/Registration-Deregistration


Once registered, you need to open a cheque account (Girokonto) in order to be able to:

− Pay (e.g. rent, health insurance and tuition / semester fees) or 
− Receive payments (e.g. scholarship / work wages)

You may choose freely between numerous different banking institutions. Most banks offer accounts free of charge for 
students. 
Depending on which bank you choose, you might have to make an appointment at the bank in order to open an account –
if you need help, please ask your Buddy, if you have one, to accompany you.
Please note that credit cards are not as widely accepted in Germany as in other countries. Instead, 
your bank will issue a debit card (Electronic Cash or EC card), which can be used for payments in most of Germany.

To open a bank account, you will need:

− Passport
− Confirmation of registration (Meldebestätigung)
− Proof of enrolment at Macromedia University
− Completed & signed registration form (usually obtainable at the bank)

It is possible to open a bank account both for EU- and non-EU citizens, but please be aware that there are 
differences in terms of implementation. Banks often reserve the right to decide individually if they accept non-EU citizens as 
their customers. To avoid such a situation, foreign students from non-EU countries can open a blocked bank account
before their arrival to Germany and put in a certain amount of money (min. 10.332 Euros* for one year) 
to prove their finances. Students may withdraw a monthly amount of 861 Euro. For further information, please visit:

www.deutsche-bank.de/pk/konto-und-karte/konten-im-ueberblick/internationale-studenten1.html
www.coracle.de
www.fintiba.com
www.expatrio.com

* As of July 2021
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To register and study at Macromedia University, you are obliged to take out sufficient health insurance.
Whether you already have a health insurance in your home country or not, we always need a German health
insurance certificate from a German public health insurance provider (to be able to enroll you at Macromedia).
If you already have health insurance for your stay abroad:
Citizens of the European Union and European Economic Area who have public health insurance and a European
Health Insurance Card (EHIC) may usually keep their insurance for studying in Germany. This also goes for students
from other countries with which Germany has a social security agreement. Students with public health insurance
from all other countries will have to buy additional insurance; this is very often also required for students with non-
German private health insurance. At the start of their studies, all students must obtain an official certificate from a
German public health insurance company confirming that their health insurance is valid in Germany or, in the
case of non-German or German private insurance, a letter of exemption from German public health insurance.
If you need to apply for a visa to study in Germany, please make sure to check beforehand whether visa regulations
require you to buy German health insurance instead of asking for exemption.
If you decide to take out a health insurance policy with a German provider:
You should be aware that the German health system consists of two types of health insurance: the public health
insurance (gesetzliche Krankenversicherung) and private health insurance (treatment to be paid in advance). The
fee for public health insurance for students is currently around 110 euros per month; please note that public health
insurance is not available to students over 30. Private health insurance fees vary depending on the provider.
Please note that the following private health insurance providers are no longer accepted* for enrolment at
German universities due to insufficient coverage:
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Please check out important pre- and post-arrival details in
our Banking and Health Insurance Guides!

* They might be sufficient to obtain your visa or as travel insurance only! 

Mawista Dr Walter   Educare24   Vela   Continentale

2. Welcome to Germany

2.4 Things to do after your Arrival
2.4.4 Health Insurance



To get public health insurance, you need:
− Passport
− Proof of enrolment at Macromedia University
− Confirmation of registration (Meldebestätigung)
− Bank account information
− One or two passport photos (for the insurance card)
Please make sure to obtain a written confirmation from your health insurance provider.
German public health insurance may already be bought online before you apply for your visa
for Germany.
By all means, you should make sure to take out a health insurance policy that provides
sufficient cover for your needs. Please note that once you take out German private health
insurance you will not be able to switch to the public health insurance scheme at a later
time. For further information, please visit:
www.krankenkassenzentrale.de/wiki/incoming-en or www.krankenkassen.de (German)

As for private liability insurance, Macromedia University does not require you to buy this
type of insurance, but many landlords will (in addition to contents insurance), and it is
obviously highly recommendable to have some sort of liability coverage. The following
website offers a useful overview of liability insurance providers in Germany:

www.check24.de/privathaftpflicht/ (German)
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Please check out important pre- and post-arrival details in
our Banking and Health Insurance Guides!
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2.4.5.a Application for Residence Permit

Citizens of the European Union (EU) and European Economic Area countries do not need a residence permit — nor does the Freedom of
Movement Certificate for EU citizens formerly issued by the local Foreigners Registration Office (Ausländerbehörde) exist any longer. Citizens of
all other countries (Non-EU) do need a residence permit (Aufenthaltserlaubnis) if they intend to stay in Germany longer than three months.
The residence permit must be applied for at Munich’s Foreigners Registration Office (normally within 90 days after arrival). You need to make an
online appointment in advance. The fee for a residence permit (depending on the applicant, it may be issued for one semester, one year or
longer) is currently 80 - 110 euros. It is strongly recommended to make an appointment online as early as three months before the expiration of
your visa, the appointment may already take place weeks before expiration. Should there be no appointments available online, you must present
yourself in person and obtain a waiting number (please don’t book an appointment for a different service, you won’t be served)—please note that
an appointment is currently mandatory due to coronavirus restrictions.

In order to apply for a residents permit, you are required to provide the following documents:

− Completed application form (obtainable online and at the Foreigners Office as well as online: )
− Passport
− One current biometric passport photo of you (max. six months old)
− Confirmation of registration (Meldebestätigung)
− Confirmation of health insurance coverage
− Rental contract
− Confirmation of enrolment at Macromedia
− Proof of sufficient financial means (e.g. proof of parental income, bank statement, blocked account)
− Student visa (if applicable).

Please pay close attention to the regulations for all your applications. The Foreigners Registration Office will only process complete applications.
Employees often only speak German, so if you need assistance, we recommend you a buddy to accompany you to the Foreigners Registration
Office. You can find detailed information on the Foreigners Registration Office Munich as well as the required documents and forms here:
www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/Department-of-Public-Order/Foreigners-Office or
https://www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/Department-of-Public-Order/Foreigners-Office/student-visa-residence/visa-for-academic-
studies.html
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Please note that laws and regulations are complex and subject to change
and that it is your responsibility to inform yourself and maintain your legal
status in Germany.
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2.4.5.b Residence Permit Extension
Residence permit extension must also be applied for at Munich’s Foreigners Office (Ausländerbehörde).
Usually, you will receive a letter from them before the expiration of your visa to make you aware it is time to
seek a residence permit extension. However, should you not receive this letter before your residence permit
expires, please contact the Foreigners Office and make an appointment as soon as possible.

→It is important that you make an appointment as early as three months in advance, the appointment may
already take place weeks before expiration. The fee for an extension (depending on the applicant, it may be
issued for two years) is currently around 80-110 euros.

You can find detailed information on the Foreigners Registration Office Munich as well as the required
documents and forms here:
https://www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/Department-of-Public-Order/Foreigners-Office/student-visa-
residence/visa-for-academic-studies.html

https://www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/Department-of-Public-Order/Foreigners-Office/student-visa-
residence/new-students.html

* In times of coronavirus some regulations are subject to change. Please check the following website for
current notices and FAQs:
https://www.muenchen.de/rathaus/home_en/Department-of-Public-Order/Foreigners-Office/Recent-
notices.html
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2.5 Orientation Days

Macromedia University will organize one or more orientation days at the start of the
semester. Orientation days will include a varied programme of activities to familiarize
yourself with Macromedia University and Munich.
You will get information on living and studying in Germany, meet other students and enjoy a
fun and stress-free start at Macromedia University. While you will have a chance to get to
know the campus, other students and Munich during the orientation days, you will also learn
about your studies, the university departments and degree programmes. You will be
provided with essential information regarding your studies, the university departments and
degree programmes. which is why attendance is mandatory.

2.6 Language tandem

Are you looking for an intercultural experience where you can get in touch with your fellow students and improve your
German language skills? → If yes, you will have the opportunity to enter a language partnership with a local student at
Macromedia Untiversity.
For further details please contact your local international office: io.m@macromedia.de

2. Welcome to Germany

mailto:io.m@macromedia.de


Students from countries of the European Union (EU) or European Economic Area (EEA) have free access to
the German labour market (Swiss nationals are equivalent to EEA nationals). International students from
non-EU/EEA countries who hold a student visa are eligible to work a total of 120 full days or 240 half days
in one calendar year (as from July 2015, these restrictions no longer apply to students from Croatia — there is
now free access to the German labour market); you might have to obtain permission from the Foreigners
Registration Office (Ausländerbehörde) and the Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit).
Usually, no time limits apply for work as an academic assistant or student assistant; you must, however,
inform the Foreigners Registration Office. Besides, international students from outside the EU or EEA are not
allowed to work in self-employed and freelance jobs.
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3.1.1 Working While Studying in Germany

3.1.2 Internship

3.1.3 Travelling on a Student Visa

Internships that are voluntary and not compulsory count as normal work and will be deduced from the
maximum of 120 days that international students from non-EU/EEA countries are elegible to work. Special
regulations apply to internships that are a compulsory part of your studies. Such internships are usually
permitted, still students should check for permission with the Foreigners Registration Office
(Ausländerbehörde) and the Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur für Arbeit). Be prepared to present
a letter of confirmation from the university that the internship is compulsory.

Holding a German student visa, you may travel through the Schengen countries as a tourist for shorter time
periods (not extending 90 days within 180 days) without applying for a Schengen / tourist visa. If you have
German public health insurance, you should be covered during these trips; still, please make sure to check
with your insurance provider beforehand.

3. Life in Germany

3.1 Right of Residence

Please note that laws and regulations are complex and subject to change and that it
is your responsibility to inform yourself and maintain your legal status in Germany.



In general, graduates from the European Union (EU) or European Economic Area countries (EEA) have free access 
to the German labour market and do not need approval from the Federal Employment Agency to take up a job in 
Germany. By contrast, graduates from the new EU member states and all other international graduates who 
have successfully completed their studies at a German university are eligible to extend their residence permit for 
an additional 18 months to work and look for a job that corresponds to their qualifications. Graduates must  apply 
for this extension at the local Foreigners Registration Office (Ausländerbehörde) and  prove that they have 
sufficient financial resources to support themselves while staying in Germany. While looking for a fitting job during 
these 18 months, graduates are usually allowed to take up any kind of employment and to work without 
restrictions to support themselves and fund their job search. 

Please note that upon completing your studies, the student residence permit is no longer valid, regardless of 
whether or not the permit was issued for a longer period of time. To stay in Germany legally, graduates must 
extend their residence permit after completing their studies.

If graduates find employment, their 18-month residence permit can be converted into a temporary residence 
permit for the purpose of employment. After two years of employment in Germany, graduates of a German 
university are already eligible for a settlement permit (Niederlassungserlaubnis,  i.e. a permanent residence 
permit). If you decide to stay and work in Germany, it is highly recommendable to learn German since it is the 
working language in most jobs and to have a very high German level is often an employment requirement. 

For further information on work and internship regulations in Germany:

www.arbeitsagentur.de/en/german-labour-market
www.study-in.de/en/plan-your-stay/jobs-and-career-opportunities
https://www.daad.de/de/studieren-und-forschen-in-deutschland/stipendien-finden/
www.internationale-studierende.de/en/during_your_studies/jobbing/allowed_to_work
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Please note that laws and regulations are complex and subject to change and that it
is your responsibility to inform yourself and maintain your legal status in Germany.

3.1.4 Staying in Germany After the End of Your Studies
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It can take a sometime to find accommodation in Munich, especially if you want to live in the inner city. You should therefore start
looking for accommodation as soon as you have been accepted by Macromedia University and not as late as the start of the
semester.

Unless you have been able to secure a place from abroad, it is a wise idea to check out permanent accommodation options in person
after your arrival in Munich.
We recommend you book short-term accommodation for your first few days or weeks after arrival. In addition to a huge choice of youth
hostels, bed and breakfasts as well as hotels, Munich also has a large offer of temporary, short-term rental housing options. In part,
these are provided by rental agencies that charge commission. To find permanent accommodation you can either check out the private
housing market orMunich’s halls of residence.

Before looking for a new home in Munich, you should decide if you prefer living on your own or in a shared flat (called WG or
Wohngemeinschaft). What kind of accommodation you choose depends on your personal lifestyle and budget.

Helpful general information on moving to Munich and on issues like the city’s neighborhoods and the housing market, prerequisites and
documents needed for renting, transportation or safety can be found here:
www.packingmysuitcase.com/2015/07/27/20-things-you-should-know-before-moving-to-munich
www.myadventuresinmunich.blogspot.de
www.muenchen.de/int/en/living/new-to-munich.html
If you need assistance while looking for accommodation, especially in the case of language barriers or uncertainties about the housing
market and
accommodation offers, please contact your Buddy, if you have one, and ask him or her to help with communication and inquiries with
landlords or rental agencies (especially when it comes to negotiating contractual matters and signing a German-language contract). We
strongly discourage students from signing any (long-term) contract and / or making any payment for such a contract from abroad,
unless it is a trustworthy accommodation provider such as a student residence.

It’s always a good idea to connect to Macromedia University’s International Facebook Group “find, share, connect“ before arrival or at
the beginning of your studies in which students also occasionally publish housing offers:

www.facebook.com/groups/356078501220632/?frf=ts
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The majority of Munich student live in private accommodation, often in flat-sharing communities
(Wohngemeinschaft, abbreviated WG).
It is also a good option for international students, especially when living far away from home.

A room in a shared flat is much cheaper and less complicated to find than any of the other options.
While all tenants have their own room, it is common, depending on the constellation of roommates, that living
room,
kitchen and bathroom are shared. You will enjoy benefits like cooking together, getting to know the city and
culture you live in and
spending your leisure time together with your roommates.
You may catch on new languages and cultures while living in a shared flat.

Another advantage is that the amount for the deposit is then smaller since it is divided and shared between the
room mates,
than the ones required for rental agencies. Usually there is no commission.
In most cases you will be invited to an interview or a meeting where you can get to know the other roommates.

Rent: with an average from 500 to 600 Euros per month and depending on the neighborhood, size of the room
and utilities.

In general, private accommodation is advertised by landlords, rental agencies and rental brokers on the
internet and in daily newspapers and magazines.

3.2.2 Types - (1) Shared Flat

3. Life in Germany

3.2 Accommodation in Munich



Find your new home at the FIZZ

We are pleased to introduce the Fizz as a new partner of Macromedia University:

The Fizz is a new housing complex in town providing student flats. Just in time for the summer 
semester the Fizz opens its doors and you can already apply for an apartment now. 

Why the Fizz? 
→ new building (tenancy start: April 2021)
→ fully furnished accommodation (incl. private bathroom and kitchen) and 

further services (wifi, washing and drying rooms, study room, security service etc.)
→ enjoy your private space but also be part of the community and meet your 

neighbour students (e.g. rooftop terrace, lounge and gaming area, community kitchen etc.)

For booking requests please contact sales@the-fizz.com or phone +49 89 889 690 
300

For further information please consult their website: https://www.the-fizz.com/en/

Thanks to our cooperation the Fizz provides a special price on your 
monthly rent. Moreover, you will get 50% off the service fees!
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In Munich there are two kinds of halls of residence: publicly funded (The Studentenwerk) and private ones.

Living at the halls of residence is the cheapest option for students, which is why this solution is so popular
and they often have waiting lists. Applications have to be made directly to the owners. Procedures vary with each institution,
which is why applicants should look for specific information on the residences' websites.

Please note that the public halls of residence managed by the Studentenwerk (Association for Student Affairs) in Munich are
unfortunately not available to Macromedia University students.

Rent: Starting from 180 Euros per month (private) and from 220 Euros per month (at Studentenwerk)

Halls of Residence (public):

https://www.studentenwerk-muenchen.de/en/student-accommodation/halls-of-residence/

You can find a detailed list of all Privately Run Halls of Residence here:

https://www.studentenwerk-muenchen.de/en/student-accommodation/further-accommodation/privately-run-halls-of-
residence/

If you arrive only shortly before or even after the start of the semester, the more affordable private student residences or
apartment houses will already be full for the semester and you will have to rely on other options. Generally, the closer to the
start of the semester you arrive, the longer it will take you to find permanent student accomodation.
Please note that Macromedia University does not offer student housing of its own and that we won‘t be able to find a
place to live for you. We do keep in touch with student residences and student apartment houses that inform us about
vacancies and we will of course provide you with a wealth of information and suggestions where to look and assist you in any
way we can.
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3.2.2 Types - (2) Halls of Residence

3. Life in Germany

3.2 Accommodation in Munich

https://www.studentenwerk-muenchen.de/en/student-accommodation/halls-of-residence/
https://www.studentenwerk-muenchen.de/en/student-accommodation/further-accommodation/privately-run-halls-of-residence/


Students may live cheaply or for free in the homes of elderly people in return for helping them with
the matters of daily life. In return for the assistance, elderly people either provide students with
accommodation or pay them money or offer a combination of both.

As a rule of thumb, one square meter of space translates into one hour of help per month.
A flat rate is generally arranged to cover utility bills.
The type of help can involve all aspects of the daily life and is, in general, agreed upon by the landlord
and the tenant.

If you need assistance while looking for accommodation, please contact your Buddy, if you have one,
and ask him or her to provide assistance with communication and inquiries with landlords or
institutions that rent rooms (especially if there are language barriers). Your Buddy might be able to
support you in your search of accommodation and help you to find a fitting neighborhood for you.

https://www.studentenwerk-muenchen.de/en/student-accommodation/further-
accommodation/homesharing/
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3.2.2 Types - (2) Housing for Help
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It is a good idea to look for private accommodation if you plan on staying for a full degree and thereby a couple of years in Germany. In
general, private accommodation is advertised by landlords, brokers and rental agencies in the daily paper and on the internet. Renting
private accommodation directly from a broker or rental agency is often much more costly than renting from a landlord or from an already
existing WG.

Short-Term Accommodation List

https://munich.craigslist.org/

www.gastfreunde.de

www.airbnb.com/?locale=en

www.nestpick.com

https://housinganywhere.com/s/Munich--Germany

www.muenchen.homecompany.de/en
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Deposits are reimbursed once the contract is concluded. Commission is a 
fee that brokers and agencies charge for finding accommodation, so it is 
never returned. Newspaper housing sections are still a valid method when 
looking for options as many landlords, brokers and agencies continue to use 
them to advertise accommodation. 

Facebook Groups and Sites 

„Macromedia University / Find, share, connect“
www.facebook.com/groups/356078501220632

„WG & Wohnung München gesucht“
www.facebook.com/groups/wg.wohnung.muenchen/?fref=t
s

„WOHNEN TROTZ MÜNCHEN“
www.facebook.com/groups/wohnentrotzmuenchen/?fref=ts

„Wohnungen in München -provisionsfrei-“ 
www.facebook.com/groups/wohnungenmuenchen/?fref=ts

„Wohnung frei in München“
www.facebook.com/wohnung.frei.muenchen

Hostels

www.hostelbookers.com
www.hostels.com

Shared Accommodation Websites

www.wg-gesucht.de/en
www.studenten-wg.de (German) 
www.studenten-wohnung.de (German)

Rental agencies / Online search engines / Online real estate 
portals

www.host-a-fan.de
www.mitwohnzentrale.de
www.fineandmine.de/en
www.muenchen.homecompany.de/en
www.wimdu.co.uk
www.medici-living.com

3.2.3 Search – Housing Market
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The best way of getting around in Munich is
to use the very well-functioning public
transport system:

There are buses, subways (U-Bahn),
suburban trains (S-Bahn) as well as
regional and mainland trains (Regional-
und Fernzüge) to travel around. As a nature
friendly alternative, students may use a
bicycle to get around town. Munich is well
built for biking and distances are not too
long.
The Munich public transportation authority
is the MVV (Münchner Verkehrs- und
Tarifverbund).
The MVV transportation area is divided into
6 different fare zones (surrounding
suburbs) as well as zone M that covers the
inner city area of Munich.
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MVV: https://www.mvv-muenchen.de/en/tickets-and-fares/tariff-
structure/index.html
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The MVV offers a variety of tickets and different saving-schemes, including discount fares for students. Costs
depending on how many zones of the MVV’s transportation network you would like to use. (Per month
approximately 25% discount compared to a regular monthly ticket, weekly discounts also available.)

To apply for a student discount, you will need the following documents:

− Completed application form
− ID card or passport
− Certificate of registration for Munich
− Student ID or enrolment certificate

Application could be made in person at one of the MVG-service centers or online: 

https://www.s-bahn-muenchen.de/s_muenchen/view/angebot/zeitkarten/ausbildungstarif_ii.shtml (German)

You will get the necessary application form to apply for a student discount at your enrolment at Macromedia 
University. You have to buy your reduced monthly ticket at the beginning of each month at MVV and 
prolong each semester. Ask at the Student Service Desk for a badge of extension for a prolongation of your 
student rate. The purchase of monthly MVV tickets is not obligatory with enrolment, but it is by far the best 
and most reasonable way to get around in Munich and to the Campus at Sandstraße.

To find the best connections around Munich easily, we recommend you to use the MVG App. There, you can 
also buy tickets.

MVG Service Centers : www.mvg.de/en.html

Also if you like taking the bike, Munich is a bike-friendly city. In the inner city there are a lot of rental bikes
standing around. the DB and MVG bikes are pretty good and you just need the App to 
start!:https://www.callabike.de/de & https://www.mvg.de/services/mobile-services/mvg-rad.html
If you prefer to get a second hand bike: https://doctorbike.de/
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MVG: 

www.mvg.de/services/mobile-

services/fahrinfo.html

*There is currently an obligation to wear an FFP2 mask 
in public transport
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Getting to Campus Munich:
Macromedia University of Applied Sciences
Sandstraße 9
80335 Munich
+49 (0)89 544151-0
ssd.m@macromedia.de
www.mhmk-international.org

Subway
Take the underground line U1 and get off at Stiglmaierplatz, take the Sandstraße exit. Then follow the 
road Nymphenburger Straße until you reach the next crossing and turn right into the Sandstraße.
Tram
Take the tram no. 20, 21, 22 or 38 at central station. The tramway leaves every 5 minutes. Get off at 
Stiglmaierplatz and follow the road Nymphenburger Straße until you reach the next crossing and turn 
left into the Sandstraße.
Car
Arrival from the respective motorways to Munich. From the motorway, exit at Mittlerer Ring. Leave it 
before Landshuter-Allee-Tunnel and turn, cross the tunnel, to the Nymphenburger Straße, downtown. 
Follow it approx. 1,5 km and turn right before Stiglmaierplatz into Sandstraße. The University building 
number 9 is located on the right side of the street.
There is no parking available on campus so we recommend to use public transportation or to go by 
bike.
Air
Take the suburban train (S1 or S8) from Munich airport to Munich central railway station. The suburban 
trains leave every 10 minutes. It takes approx. 45 minutes. Take the underground line U1 or U7 from 
central station and exit at Stiglmaierplatz. This takes approx. 3 minutes.

Schedule information trains: www.bahn.com/en
Schedule information Munich transport: www.mvv-muenchen.de/en
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Whether it be badminton, volleyball, football or ice hockey, you may pursue these and numerous other sports once
you join the university sports programme in Munich, called Zentraler Hochschulsport München. University sports are
offered by the major public universities, but can be joined by Macromedia students as well. You will have to register
with university sports and buy a badge before the semester starts. If the number of participants of a course is limited,
you might have sign up for it beforehand. You can find detailed information on the university sports website: www.zhs-
muenchen.de/en/home
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3.5 Some Extra Help
Moving to a new city is always exciting, challenging and full of discoveries. It usually takes some time to realise all the possibilities a new
place has to offer. In this final section, we would like to share with you some useful and interesting sources of information, in part gathered
by previous students. Now that your stay in Germany is about to begin or has already begun, it is time to get involved, enjoy your time and
make your stay unforgettable!

Further Useful Information for International Students (Pre- and Post-Arrival):

Macromedia University International Facebook Group “find, share, connect“: www.facebook.com/groups/356078501220632/?fref=ts
Deutsches Studentenwerk (German National Association for Student Affairs): www.internationale-studierende.de/en/home
Deutscher Akademischer Austausch Dienst (German Academic Exchange Service): https://www.daad.de/en/
Study in Germany: www.study-in.de/en
ZEIT Germany: Study, Research, Work: A Guide: http://live0.zeit.de/zeit-germany/2017_01.pdf

Munich Information and Free Time:

City of Munich (official): www.muenchen.de/int/en
International Friends Munich: www.meetup.com/cities/de/münchen
Munichmag: www.munichmag.de (German)
In Muenchen: www.in-muenchen.de (German)
Prinz: www.prinz.de/muenchen (German)

3. Life in Germany
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Cinemas in English:

Cinema: www.cinema-muenchen.com
Museum-Lichtspiele: www.museum-lichtspiele.de (German)
Arena Kino: www.arena-kino.de (German)
Studio Isabella: www.studio-isabella.com (German)
Arri Kino: www.arri-kino.de (German)
Mathaeser: www.mathaeser.de/mm (German)
Theatiner Film: www.theatiner-film.de (German)

International Communities:

Expatica: www.expatica.com/de/main.html
Toy Town Germany: www.toytowngermany.com
IFM – Munich International Friends: www.facebook.com/IFMunich
Couch Surfing Munich: www.couchsurfing.com/places/europe/germany/munich
Neu in München: www.facebook.com/groups/neuin
Hispanos en Munich: www.facebook.com/groups/379314718856150
Italiener in Muenchen: www.facebook.com/groups/73540427997
DeutsChinesisch – Munich China: www.facebook.com/groups/305965792792374
European Students’ Forum: www.aegee-muenchen.de (German)

Sports Partners:

Größter Volleyballverteiler Münchens: 
www.facebook.com/groups/101459713227097 (German)
Beachvolleyball München: www.facebook.com/groups/225825110768952
(German)
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Get the ISIC and benefit from many 
discounts for students: 

There are many discounts available to 
students, from stores and sports facilities to 
cultural events, museums and language 
schools. 
Please note that student discounts are often 
only available to students under 27. To obtain 
student discounts outside Germany, it is a 
good idea to apply for an International 
Student Identity Card:  
→ https://www.isic.de/en/cards/isic/
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http://www.cinema-muenchen.com/
http://www.museum-lichtspiele.de/
http://www.arena-kino.de/
http://www.studio-isabella.com/
http://www.arri-kino.de/
http://www.mathaeser.de/mm
http://www.theatiner-film.de/
http://www.expatica.com/de/main.html
http://www.toytowngermany.com/
http://www.facebook.com/IFMunich
http://www.couchsurfing.com/places/europe/germany/munich
http://www.facebook.com/groups/neuin
http://www.facebook.com/groups/379314718856150
http://www.facebook.com/groups/73540427997
http://www.facebook.com/groups/305965792792374
http://www.aegee-muenchen.de/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/101459713227097
http://www.facebook.com/groups/225825110768952
https://www.isic.de/en/cards/isic/


English-Language News Media in Germany:
The Local: www.thelocal.de
Deutsche Welle: www.dw.com/en/top-stories/s-9097
Deutschland.de: www.deutschland.de/en
Spiegel Online International: www.spiegel.de/international (German)

Travelling for Less:
Intercity bus – Flixbus: www.flixbus.co.uk
Carsharing – Blablacar: www.blablacar.de (German)
STA Travel (discount airline tickets for students): https://www.statravel.de/ (German)
LTUR (last-minute trips): www.ltur.com/de/content.ltml?id=15170 (German)

Learning German Online:
Duolingo: https://en.duolingo.com
Vocabulix: www.vocabulix.com
Deutsche Welle: www.dw.de/learn-german/s-2469
Quizlet: www.quizlet.com/subject/german
Blog: www.thetutorwebsite.co.uk/articles/150,top-10-german-blogs-for-german-learners.html

Classified Ads:
Ebay Kleinanzeigen: www.kleinanzeigen.ebay.de/anzeigen (German)
Quoka: www.quoka.de (German)
München Kleinanzeigen: www.facebook.com/groups/kleinanzeigen.muenchen (German)
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http://www.facebook.com/groups/kleinanzeigen.muenchen


Jobs:

Job Center in the Macromedia University Community Portal: 
https://my.macromedia.de/en/index.php?p_id=80
Graduateland: https://graduateland.com/jobs
Craiglist: https://munich.craigslist.org
Make it in Germany: www.make-it-in-germany.com/en
Communications job: www.communicationsjobs.net
Europe Language Jobs: www.europelanguagejobs.com
Jobs / Internships Munich: www.jobs-münchen.com (German)
Jobisjob: https://www.jobisjob.de (German) 
Career jet: www.careerjet.de (German)

English Internships and jobs worldwide (or just in Germany or Munich):
www.globalplacement.com/en

For help please contact our Career Service at Munich Campus: career.m@macromedia.de

English-Language Cinemas / Bookstores:

The Munich reader: www.readery.de
ToyTown Germany: www.toytowngermany.com/wiki/English_bookstores_in_Munich
Hugendubel: www.hugendubel.de/de/branch?branchId=9808 (German)

Emergency Contacts / Phone Numbers:

Police: 110
Ambulance / Fire: 112
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